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EDUCATION
2004   
Ph.D.   

Department of Sociology, University of Colorado (with certification in both 

Women’s Studies and Graduate Teacher Training)

1997   
M.A.   

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, New Mexico State University, Las 
Cruces, New Mexico

1994   
B.A.    

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio

___________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS
Teaching:
Gender, Family, Qualitative Research Methods, Intimate Partner Violence, Mothering
Research:
Gender, Identity, Intimate Partner Violence, Criminal Justice Response to Intimate Partner Violence, Higher Education, Student Success
___________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
Administrative
March 2020-present
Associate Dean, Inclusive Student Success, College of Graduate Studies, San José State University
August 2016-2020
Director, ACCESS (Academic Counseling Center for Excellence in the Social Sciences, San José State University)
Teaching
2016-2020
Professor, Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, San José State University
2011-2016
Associate Professor, Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, San José State University

2015 (summer)
Visting Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, University of CA-Berkeley

2005-2011
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, San José State University

2002-2003
Graduate Instructor, Program for Writing and Rhetoric, University of Colorado
2001-2002
Graduate Instructor, Department of Sociology, University of Colorado
1998, 2000   
Teaching Assistant, Department of Sociology, University of Colorado 
1997-1998         
Instructor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, New Mexico 

State University
________________________________________________________________________________

PUBLICATIONS
Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals
Thiele, Megan, & Amy Leisenring. June 2022. “Class Incoporated: Stratified Patterns of Academic 
             Engagement at a Highly Selective University.” Sociological Research Online 27(2): 415-433. 
Leisenring, Amy. 2012 “Victims’ Perceptions of Police Response to Intimate Partner Violence.” 
Journal of Police Crisis Negotiations 12(2): 146-164. (Invited manuscript for special issue: “The Evolving Police Response to Domestic Violence.”) 
Leisenring, Amy. 2011. “‘Whoa! They Could’ve Arrested Me!’ Unsuccessful Identity Claims of 
Women During Police Response to Intimate Partner Violence.” Qualitative Sociology 34:353-370.
Leisenring, Amy. 2008 “Controversies Surrounding Mandatory Arrest Policies and the Police Response 

to Intimate Partner Violence.” Sociology Compass 2(2):451-466.
· 2010. Reprinted in Public and Private Families: A Reader (6th Edition), Andrew J. Cherlin (Ed.) New York, NY: McGraw Hill.  
Amy Leisenring. 2006. “Confronting ‘Victim’ Discourses: The Identity Work of Battered Women.” 
Symbolic Interaction 29(3):30 330.

Amy Leisenring. 2002. “Girls’ Delinquency and the Justice Implications of Intake Workers’ 
Perspectives.” Women and Criminal Justice 13(2/3): 51-78. (co-authored with Lisa Bond-Maupin and James R. Maupin.)
Refereered Published Reports
Amy Leisenring. 2011. “Higher Tuition, More Work, and Academic Harm: An Examination of the 
Impact of Tuition Hikes on the Employment Experiences of Under-represented Minority Students at One CSU Campus.”  Pp. 66-82 in The CSU Crisis and California’s Future, edited by Gary Orfield. Los Angeles: CA: The Civil Rights Project/Proyecto Derechos Civiles at UCLA. (Commissioned Report.) https://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/research/college-access/diversity/the-csu-crisis-and-californias-future-authors-and-abstracts/crp-csu-crisis-ca-future-2011.pdf


Book Chapters

Amy Leisenring. June 2018. “Balancing Motherhood, Work, and Mental Health in 

Midlife: One Mother’s Personal Struggles” in Middle Grounds: Essays on Midlife Mothering, edited by Kathy Mantas and Lorinda Peterson. Bradford, ON: Demeter Press. 

Belknap, Joanne, Ruth E. Fleury, Heather C. Melton, Cris M. Sullivan, & Leisenring. 2001. “To Go 
or Not to Go?: Preliminary Findings on Battered Women’s Decisions Regarding Court Cases” in Woman Battering in the United States: ‘Til Death Do Us Part, edited by Helen Eigenberg. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland. 

Encyclopedia Entries
Amy Leisenring. 2016. “Criminal Justice Response to Intimate Partner Violence” in Encyclopedia of 
Family Studies, edited by Constance Sheehan. Wiley-Blackwell Press. 
Book and Video Reviews

Amy Leisenring. 2018. Book Review of Battering States: The Politics of Domestic Violence in Israel by Madelaine Adelman. American Journal of Sociology. 124(2). 
Amy Leisenring. 2012. Video Review of The Line, directed by Nancy Schwartzman, and Asking 

For It The Ethics and Erotics of Sexual Consent, directed by Sut Jhally. Teaching Sociology. 40(1): 74-77.

Amy Leisenring. 2003. Book Review of Shelters for Battered Women and Their Children: A 

Comprehensive Guide to Planning and Operating Safe and Caring Residential Programs by Albert Shostack.  Criminal Justice Review 28(1):161-163.
Teaching Materials
Amy Leisenring. 2015. Instructor’s Manual for Families As They Really Are, 2nd Edition, edited by 

Barbara J. Risman. New York, NY: W.W. Norton and Company (Contributor). 
___________________________________________________________________________________
AWARDS, HONORS, AND GRANTS
2018
Academic Affairs Staff Professional Development Grant ($1500.00)
2015
College of Social Science Summer RSCA Infusion Program Grant ($5000.00)

2015
Assigned Time for Exceptional Levels of Service to Students (.20 course release)

2015
Quality Assurance Grant for Online Teaching from the eCampus Office of Quality Assurance ($1500)
2012
Research Sabbatical Leave Award (Spring 2013)

2012 
Faculty Initiative to Support Student Success Grant (.20 course release)
2011
Curriculum Innovation Project Grant for development of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Program, San José State University ($24,213.00)

2010
UCLA Civil Rights Project Paper Commission ($1000.00)

2010
College of Social Science Research Grant, San José State University ($1500.00)

2009
California State University Research Grant, San José State University ($6300.00) 

2007
Faculty Initiative to Support Student Success Grant, San José State University (.20 course release)

2006
Junior Faculty Career Development Award, San José State University (.20 course release and $1000.00)
2006
College of Social Science Grant Writing Award, San José State University (with Dr. Yoko Baba and Dr. Peter Chua) (.20 course release)
2004
The Herbert Blumer Award from the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, for “Victim, Agent or Both? The Identity Work of Battered Women.”

2000
Beverly Sears Graduate Research Grant Award, University of Colorado ($900.00) 

___________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL REFEREED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
2017
“‘I Feel Like I Have to be Successful But I Don’t Really Know What That Means’”: URM Students’ Perceptions of Student Success (with undergraduate students Lauren Cordova and Francisco Lopez). Participation in panel at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Portland, OR.

2016
“Factors That Shape Parental Engagement in Low-Income Elementary Schools: Results from a Community-based Research Project” (with undergraduate students Cierra Alvear, Julieanna Smith, and Saúl Zepeda). Participation in panel at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Oakland, CA. 
2015
“The Master's Degree in Sociology: Building Stronger Programs.” Participation in panel at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Long Beach, CA.

2014
“Gender is Everywhere: Teaching Critical Observational Skills in an Undergraduate Qualitative Methods Course.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society: Nashville, TN.

2011
“Examining the Impact of Tuition Hikes on Under-represented Minority Students at One CSU campus.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Seattle, WA.
2011
“Gender, Employment, and School: The Challenges Faced By Female College Students Who Work.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society: San Antonio, TX.

2010
“A Qualitative Exploration of the Challenges Faced by Full-Time College Students Who Work.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Oakland, CA. 
2010
“‘I Wish I Didn’t Have to Work.’ The Impact of Employment on the Lives of Working Class College Students.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society: Santa Barbara, CA. 
2009
“Victim Claims and Refutations: Identity Work During Police Response to Domestic Violence Calls.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction: San Francisco, CA.
2007
“Mandatory Arrest Policies Gone Awry? A Qualitative Examination of Battered Women Who Are Arrested.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Social Problems: New York, NY.

2007
“Using Classroom Observations to Teach Qualitative Research Methods.” Presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Oakland, CA.

2002
“Victim, Agent, or Both? Complexities Surrounding the Identity of ‘Battered Woman.’”  Presented at the annual meeting of the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction: Chicago, IL.
2002
“Domestic Violence and Narratives of the States: The Construction of the ‘Battered Woman’ through Criminal Justice Policy.” Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Chicago, IL

2002
Fleury, Ruth, Denise Bybee, Cris Sullivan, Joanne Belknap, Heather Melton, and Amy Leisenring. “But Would She do it Again?  Battered Women’s Intentions to Re-Use the Criminal Legal System.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Chicago, IL

2001
Fleury, Ruth, Joanne Belknap, Cris Sullivan, Denise Bybee, Heather Melton, Amy Leisenring, and Megan Stroshine. “The Relationship Between Domestic Violence Case Disposition and Women’s Long-Term Safety.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Atlanta, GA. 

2001
Belknap, Joanne, Amy Leisenring, Heather Melton, Cris Sullivan, and Ruth Fleury. “Supports of and Barriers to Women’s Participation in the Prosecution of their Batterers.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Atlanta, GA.
2001

Stroshine, Megan, Ruth Fleury, Heather Melton, Amy Leisenring, Cris Sullivan, and Joanne Belknap. “Domestic Violence Survivors and Satisfaction with the Criminal Justice System Response to their Cases: What they Want, What they Expect, and What they Actually Get.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Atlanta, GA.
2001
“Preliminary Findings on Battered Women’s Agency in their Negotiations with the Criminal Justice System.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Atlanta, GA.
2000 Sullivan, Cris, Joanne Belknap, Ruth Fleury, Amy Leisenring and Heather Melton. “The Relationship between Domestic Violence Case Disposition and Victimization Six Months Later.” Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: San Francisco, CA.

2000
Leisenring, Amy, Cris Sullivan, Joanne Belknap, Ruth Fleury and Heather Melton. “Strategies for Retaining Battered Women in Longitudinal Research.” Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: San Francisco, CA.

1999
Fleury, Ruth, Cris Sullivan, Joanne Belknap, Heather Melton, and Amy Leisenring. “To Go or Not to Go: Individual and System Level Factors Affecting Battered Women’s Decisions to Appear in Court.”  Presented at the annual meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Toronto, Canada.

1995         
“A Hidden Problem: Adolescent Girls’ Experiences with Dating Violence.” 
Presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: San 
Francisco, California.

___________________________________________________________________________________

UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, AND DEPARTMENT SERVICE
University

2020-present
Appointed member of COVID -19 Vaccination Requirement/Compliance Committee 

2020-present
Member of University Writing Committee of Academic Senate

2020-present
Member of Instruction and Student Affairs Committee of Academic Senate

2020-2022 
Member of Student Fairness Committee of Academic Senate (Administrative Representative)
2019-2020
Member of Spartan Connect (EAB) Steering Committee

2019-2020
Member of Spartan Connect (EAB) Working Group Committee

2016-2019
Member of University Advising Council

2017-2018
Member of Planning Committee for SJSU Graduation Initative 2025 Symposium

2017-2019
Member of Advisory Board for the Institute for the Study of Sport, Society and Social Change
2014 to 2016
Member of Student Evaluation Review Board Committee of Academic Senate
2014
Chair, College of Social Sciences Dean’s Search Committee

2013
Member of Steering Committee for Office of the Provost’s African American Students’ Success Task Force 

2009-2011

Member of Student Fairness Committee of Academic Senate
1998-1999   
Sociology representative to United Government of Graduate Students 

(University of Colorado)
Member of planning committee for 3rd annual Interdisciplinary Feminist

Scholars’ Symposium (University of Colorado)
College

2016-2020

Chair, College of Social Sciences Advising Council

2016-2020

Member of CoSS Dean’s Leadership Team

2016


Member of College of Social Sciences Retention, Tenure, and Promotion 

Committee

2015-2020

Member of College of Social Sciences Assessment Committee

2014-2015

Member of College of Social Sciences Research Committee

Spring 2014

Member of College of Social Sciences Scholarship Committee

Spring 2013

Member of College of Social Sciences Scholarship Committee 
Fall 2012

Member of College of Social Sciences Curriculum Committee 
Spring 2012

Member of College of Social Sciences Scholarship Committee 
Fall 2010

Member of College of Social Sciences Assessment Committee 
Department
2017, 2018, 2019
Member of RTP Committee, Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

2013-2017
Graduate Program Director, Department of Sociology
2015-2016
Associate Chair and Assessment Coordinator, Department of Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences

2012-2015
Advisor to Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor’s Society 

2009-2017
General Education Coordinator for SOCI 1: Introduction to Sociology 
2012-2013
Member of hiring search committee for “Quantitative Methods/Education” position 

2009-2011            
Co-advisor to Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor’s Society 

2010


Member of Welcome Committee for fall undergraduate orientation 

2005-2008

Advisor to Alpha Kappa Delta, Sociology Honor’s Society 
2006


Member of hiring search committee for “Criminology” position 
2005


Member of hiring search committee for “Socialization” position 
1999-2001 Co-chair of Sociology Graduate Student Association (University of Colorado)
___________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
2018-present

Secretary, Pacific Sociological Association (Elected Position)
2017-2018
Program Chair, 2018 Annual Meeting of Pacfic Sociological Association

2016
External Program Reviewer: Sociology Department, CSU Northridge 

2015-2017
Chair of Cheryl Allyn Miller Graduate Paper Award Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society

2015
Session organizer and chair, panel, “The Master's Degree in Sociology: Building Stronger Programs.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Long Beach, CA.

2015
Session co-organizer and co-chair, panel, “Professional Pathways, Applied Research, and Public Policy.” Annual meeting of Sociologists for Women in Society: Washington, D.C.
2014
Session organizer for nine sessions in the area of “Family and Reproduction.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Portland, OR.

2014
Served as “Gender-Based Violence” scholar at Breakfast with Scholars event for graduate students at 2014 annual meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society. 

2013-2015
Elected Member, Council of Pacific Sociological Association. 

2013-2014
Member of Program Committee for 2014 annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Portland, OR.

2012-2014
Member of Cheryl Allyn Miller Graduate Paper Award Committee, Sociologists for Women in Society 

2012-2013
Member of Program Committee for 2013 annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Reno, NV.

2013
Session organizer and chair, poster session, “Faculty, Applied Sociologists, and Graduate Students Poster Session.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Reno, NV.

2012
Session organizer and chair, poster session, “Faculty, Applied Sociologists, and Graduate Students Poster Session.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: San Diego, CA. 

2012
Session organizer, roundtable, “Deviance and Stigma Management.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: San Diego, CA.

2012
Session organizer and chair, panel, “Current Issues Facing Families.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: San Diego, CA.

2011-2012
Member of Program Committee for 2012 annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: San Diego, CA.
2009-2012

Elected Member, Nominations Committee of Pacific Sociological Association.

2010
Session organizer and chair, panel, “Teaching Today’s College Students.” Annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association: Oakland, CA.

2010
Session co-chair, workshop sponsored by the Academic Justice Committee, “Disrupting the Culture of Silence: Academic Justice in an Era of Budget Cuts.” Annual meeting of the Sociologists for Women in Society: Santa Barbara, CA.

2009-2010
Member, Planning Committee for Sociologists for Women in Society Western Chapter’s breakfast meeting at 2010 annual meeting of Pacific Sociological Association.

2001


Session chair, panel sponsored by the Division of Women and Crime, “Impact 
of Social and Legal Constructions of Rape and Sexual Trafficking.” Annual 

meeting of the American Society of Criminology: Chicago, IL.
Ad Hoc Reviewer

Aggression and Violent Behavior (2015), American Journal of Sociology (2012), Gender and Society (2011), Journal of Family Issues (2013), Law and Society Review (2008, 2013), Qualitative Sociology (2010), Social Problems (2013), Sociological Quarterly (2008), Sociology Compass (2016), Violence Against Women (2005) 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2019-2020

Dean’s Leadership Academy, San José State University
2018


Women’s Leadership in Success Higher Education Conference, Academic 

Impressions
2018


Academic Advising Administrators’ Institute, NACADA 
2017


CSU Department Chairs Workshop

2015


Faculty Success Program, National Center for Faculty Development and 

Diversity

2015


Quality Matters Teaching Online Certification
___________________________________________________________________________________
INVITED PANELS AND PRESENTATIONS
December 2015
Invited Panelist, Leigh High School Parent Education Association, “Gender Stereotyping” (Screening of Miss Representation and The Mask You Live In)

Novemeber 2015
Invited Speaker, COSS Dean’s Symposium, “Factors That Shape Parental Engagement in Low-Income Elementary Schools: Results from a Community-based Research Project” (with undergraduate student Saúl Zepeda)
September 2015
Invited Speaker, SJSU Faculty Women Lecture Series: “Reflections from a Community-based Research Project in an Undergraduate Sociology Class: Examining the Factors that Shape Parental Involvement in Low-Income Elementary Schools"
May 2015
Invited Facilitator, SJSU Campus Screening of “The Hunting Ground”
February 2015
Invited Panelist, DARE Fellows Program (Diversity, Academia, Recruiting Excellence), San José State University: “Faculty Life.”
October 2011
Invited Speaker, Girls Empowerment Club at Notre Dame High School, San José, CA: “Issues Facing Girls Today” 
April 2002
Invited presentation for the Special Workshop Series of the Graduate Teaching Program at the University of Colorado, Boulder, “Gender Issues in the Classroom.”
___________________________________________________________________________________
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Amercian Sociological Association
Pacific Sociological Association
Sociologists for Women in Society
___________________________________________________________________________________
GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS SUPERVISED
Chaired/Co-Chaired Ed.D. Dissertation Committee

Annette Kennedy (2018-2019)

Member of Ed.D. Dissertation Committee
Heidi Emberling (2019-present)

Radha Aravamudhan (2017-2018)
Chaired/Co-Chaired M.A. Thesis Committee

Ajoy Thamattoor (2017-2018)

Inessa Arutunyan (2016-2017)

Victoria Rosales (2016-2017)

Member of M.A. Thesis Committee 
Brittney Relerford (Environmental Studies, 2016-2017)

Kristina Zeynalova (Environmental Studies, 2017)

Christina Peterson (Environmental Studies, 2016)

Clint Hayden (2015)

Henry Zonio (2014)

Youngmin Seo (Linguistics and Language Development, 2009)

   ~2010 Outstanding Thesis for College of Humanities and the Arts

Dipti Vaghela (Environmental Studies, 2009)

Amanda Shigihara (2007)

Adriana Ramirez (2006)

M.A. Special Project Advisor

Alejandra Rodriguez (2019)

Norma Ortiz (2016)

Arvind Ravikumar (2015)

Scott Halgren (2015)

Ricky Thompson (2013)

Jennifer Ho (2010)
Hosai Ehsan (2008)
Andrea Lee (2007)

Paula Bray (2007)

Graduate Independent Study

Vicky Rosales (2015, 2016)

Lisa White (2015)

Brenda Del Riego (2015)

Undergraduate Honor’s Thesis Advisor
Steven Medeiros (2010)
Becky Garcia (2006)

Undergraduate Independent Study

Francisco Lopez (2016)

Lauren Cordova (2016)

Saúl Zepeda (2015)

Cierra Alvear (2015)
Julieanna Smith (2015)

Andrew Anguiano (2014)

Caterina Pezzaniti (2012)

David McBee (2006)
___________________________________________________________________________________
COURSES TAUGHT
Undergraduate

The Politics of Mothering and Reproduction 

Advanced Qualitative Research Methods

Qualitative Research Methods

Sociology of Masculinity and Femininity
Introduction to Sociology

Introduction to Sociology--Online

Sociology of Family
Violence in the Family

First Year Writing and Rhetoric (University of Colorado)

Marriage and the Family (University of Colorado)

Women and Crime (University of Colorado)

Contemporary Social Theory (University of Colorado)

Graduate

Seminar in Qualitative Research Methods

Seminar in Gender Issues
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