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SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
Dr. Cheng

Department of Economics
Fall 2014
Economics 1B Sec 9 (10)

Principles of Microeconomics

Course Code: 42447(Activity Code:42448)
Class Hours & Location: MW1:30—2:45 PM, DMH 160

Office and phone: Room #: DMH143
Office Phone: 924-5408;
Econ. Dept.:  924-5400;


    E-mail: doris.cheng@sjsu.edu
Preferred Contac: in person whenever possible
Office Hours:
MW 3:00—3:30 pm and by appointment

Textbook:
Required: 

i. McGraw-Hill Create, Principles of Microeconomics, ECON 1B, San Jose State University, ISBN: 978-1121987098..

ii. IN-CLASS EXERCISES FOR ECON 1B- DR. CHENG (It is available for sale at University Book Store).  You MUST get a copy at the beginning of the semester.
Course

Description:
In Econ 1B we will study consumer behavior; the functioning of a market; the pricing of products under competitive and non-competitive conditions; international trade and finance, etc.

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives:  Understand the concepts of supply, demand, opportunity cost, and elasticity; ability to examine current events using these concepts.  Learn to use the analysis of marginal benefits and marginal costs to make rational decisions.

Course

Content:
1.
Demand, Supply and Market Equilibrium.................................…………     Chapter  3



2.
Elasticity of Demand and Supply....................……………….……………………..   4

                           3.
Businesses and Their Costs.........................................................................…………. 6


4.
Pure Competition..................................................................................……………….7


5.
Pure Monopoly.....................................................................................………………..8


6.
Monopolistic Competition and Oligopoly..................................................……………9

Exams and

Grading

Policy:
There will be two midterm exams and a final examination. Each exam contains 25 multiple choice questions and is worth 25 points. You need to use Scantron #882E, #2 pencil, and a calculator during the tests.  The date and the coverage of exams will be announced in class about two weeks in advance. Students are required to take examinations according to schedule. In principle, no make-up examinations will be given and no incomplete grades will be assigned. A student who misses a test will receive zero point on that test.  However, if a student has serious and compelling reasons, a make-up examination can be arranged if and only if the student contacts the instructor and receives the instructor's approval in advance.  Be prepared to provide valid document. The instructor will assign grades according to a curve of total points earned at the end of the semester.

In-Class Exercises:  Problems included in the IN-CLASS EXERCISES booklet will be worked on and discussed after we finish each chapter.  You must bring it to every class.

Final Exam Date: Tuesday, December 16: 12:15 –1:15 pm
T E R M       P A P E R


For a GE course, there is a WRITING REQUIREMENT. Student must understand material, be able to organize it logically and draw conclusions. Writing should become part of the learning process, not just an assessment process.

1.
Topic &:
You are required to elaborate on newspaper or news magazine article(s) published 


Format
on or after January1st, 2014 in the area of economics and business.  The paper should be typed double-spaced and the sources of information should be included on a reference page and attached at the end of the paper.  Copy of the original articles must be attached after the reference page.  Please indicate class section number, and student's name on the front page.

2.
Length:
The writing requirement is six-page long, (1500 words), excluding references.  You may pick from one topic up to twelve topics of your interest.  For example, if you choose one topic to elaborate on, the report on this topic has to be six pages long. If you pick six topics, then the average length of each report has to be one page long.

3.
Weight &



Due Date:
A maximum of three extra points will be assigned to the required paper according to the following schedule:

Excellent Paper
=
3 points

Good Paper

=
2 points

Fair Paper

=
1 point

Poor Paper

=
0 point


The due date of the paper is Monday, November 24. Students should hand in the paper to the instructor. (DO NOT put the paper in my mailbox or in the Economics Department).


Deduction of points will be applied to late papers and papers that do not follow the instructions above.

Date of Paper Received
Deductions

                          From11/25—12/3
One-point deduction.

From 12/4—12/10
Two-point deduction.

After 12/10 (our last meeting before final exam)   Three-point deduction.  (No extra credit can be earned, but paper is still required)

No paper will be accepted after the final examination day of this class.  All students are required to turn in the term paper whether you need the extra credit or not.  Failing to turn in the paper by the final examination day will result in an incomplete grade for students who are passing the course.

Economics 1B is a general education course that meets the requirement for area D1 in the social science area. Students will learn to apply microeconomic theory, to evaluate social information, draw on different points of view, and formulate policy implications. Issues of diversity will receive special attention in the analysis of price controls, labor markets, income distribution, and environmental issues. Finally, students will be able to place social events in an appropriate context. The GE writing requirement (1500 word minimum) will be satisfied by the term paper due toward the end of the semester.

Computer 

Lab: 
You will be assigned readings and problems through APLIA over the 


Internet.  Each Student is required to purchase a semester subscription to 


Aplia.com for the price determined by Aplia.com annually.  (See the APLIA REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS for details).  You will need a connection to the Internet from a standard computer on campus or from your home.  Homework assignments will be announced on the course website of Aplia each week.  You should check the Aplia website on Mondays or as early as possible to give you enough time for the assignments, and you must do the work by the due time posted to get credit.   No late work will be accepted for any reason.  Please follow the sign-up sheet to register for the lab during the first week.  Once you have registered with Aplia, you can start doing the work with or without payment.  There is a payment grace period.  Students who neglect to pay Aplia by the end of the grace period (9/14/2014) will no longer have access to the site to complete the assignments.  It is strongly recommended to pay at the time of registration.  Aplia will keep track of your performance and provide it to the instructor at the end of the semester.  And it will count as 25 points toward your 


semester grade.

Academic Integrity Policy

Cheating on an examination will result in an automatic “F” for the entire course.  The offense will be reported to the Office of Judicial affairs for further disciplinary action.

Note:
To establish the principle that in the classroom we can all expect 
professional courtesy, the following rules should be followed.


1.
Coming to class late is acceptable, with the following conditions:


(a)
Enter quietly through the rear door.


(b)
Take the first available seat at the back of the classroom.


(c)
Do not interfere with other students.


2.
Leaving class before class is dismissed is not acceptable, unless there is an emergency.  Under those circumstances, please make every effort to leave quietly so that the rest of the class is not disturbed.

3.
Any student with a disability requiring an accommodation should make this need known to the instructor during the first class period.  Every effort will be made to accommodate your needs.

