Fall 2012 English 1A 
In-class diagnostic essay: Are we “Declining by Degrees”?
Procedure: 
* Write a well-developed essay in which you both respond to the question I’m giving you AND refer to the ideas and evidence in the film. By “evidence” I mean both stats you might have remembered or noted down and the profiles of the students, teachers, and administrators. The idea is to respond with your own views on the subject. You should have a point to make, supported by what you have seen so far, both in the film and in your own life.
* Draw on your own personal experience, observations, and reading to support your thesis. Try to avoid clichés, especially in your thesis.
* Remember to develop your ideas with descriptive details, tell stories, use compare/contrast, etc.

* Write for your peers and anyone else who might read The Spartan Daily (faculty, staff, administrators, parents of college students.)
*Aim for at LEAST 3 pages, double-spaced, if your handwriting is average size. More is better, usually. PLEASE write legibly! I have to read 75 of these.

Sample Question: (I won’t use this question, because we didn’t watch this part of the film, but the ones I do use will be like this. I will have at least two questions for each class to choose from.) 

The film interviewed a student athlete, Andre Iguodala, who had been recruited to play basketball at the University of Arizona and who was a major star of the team. He said that, realistically, he was able to spend about 20% of his time on his classes and 80% of his time on his sport. It worked out pretty well for him, as he ended up going pro, but what about the vast majority of student-athletes whose sports career ends when they graduate? Are they being exploited? Should colleges make more of an effort to help student athletes actually get a college education? Why or why not? How? What do you think of the more radical idea that universities should get out of the business of sports altogether, just have intramural teams? 
Here’s a YouTube segment that starts with the sports issue: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUlEipIDWhM&feature=relmfu
