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Topic: at-risk youth: apathy, laziness, despair
Audience: students, teachers
Forum: NPR site, school paper
Thesis: Every day is a spiritual battle for those who want to make a difference: to fight apathy, laziness, and despair in the hearts of the students I work with.
Purpose: To inspire the students and teachers in this sort of environment to fight the good fight.	

Prompts for prewriting to generate ideas for a narrative:
· Think of incidents where you were given a new way to think about yourself
· Incidents or conversations that exposed you to a new world view (or an old one you thought had died)
· An experience that left you unsettled, that you’re still mulling over
· Consider starting with a picture of yourself—recent or old—that still strikes a chord with you, and fastwrite your way to an epiphany about that time and that “you.”
· Starting with an article of clothing is another option. How did it make you feel? How did others react? Work toward an epiphany about how our identity is related to the way others perceive us, or about the rhetoric of clothing.
· Start with an object that means something to you; fastwrite toward an epiphany about identity, memory, or our relationship to things.
· You can also continue with the idea you came up with in class when you did a fast-write. The prompt (if you want to start again with it) is on pp. 13-14 in your text. Other invention strategies are listed on p. 15
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