Composition 1B    OPTIONAL Revision Assignment               
Overview: Some of you have asked me for a chance to revise a very weak (C- grade or below) essay to improve your original grade. I’ve decided to OK this, but only one per student, and only a grade of C- or below.

Objectives: Like the first assignment of the semester, this second, OPTIONAL revision will give you a chance demonstrate how much your writing has improved, and then show me how well you can evaluate your own writing in the self-evaluation, which is REQUIRED if you do this assignment (see step 5 below).  
Due Date: final exam morning, or earlier
Directions:  
1) The revision should be significant, or you’re wasting your time and mine. Don’t just correct some small mechanical errors and leave it at that. If that’s all it needed, it wouldn’t have gotten a C-. 
2) Furthermore, you can’t start over with the same prompt: the idea is to work with an earlier draft and improve it. The goal is to expand and strengthen the essay in any way possible, content, organization, development, and mechanics.  
3) Since most in-class essays are short, once you type them up, you should also probably make it longer—at least three full pages but no more than four full pages, typed in MLA format. 
4) With the final draft, you should submit the original in-class essay (with my comments attached), along with a short self-evaluation (see below) 

5) Self-Evaluation: Please attach to the front of the essay a brief (1 paragraph) self-evaluation wherein you explain how you improved your essay.  If you were writing for a different audience, tell me about that, too.  Either way, you should identify the audience you were writing for and what assumptions you were making about their level of interest, knowledge, and attitudes about the subject.

6) Don’t forget to submit the final draft to Turnitin.com! I will set up a category for it.
7) Where to submit it: Put the final revised version (with the self-evaluation on top) in a manila envelope with the original that you are revising, along with the original rubric with my comments. Put your name, my name, and “optional revision” on the envelope, and hand it to me in class. It’s due the morning of the final, but I’d welcome any earlier. These go to the end of the line in terms of grading, though, so don’t hound me about it, OK?
