Key to reading Privacy, Information and Technology

1.  Before even starting the book, recognize the goal of the seminar is to have you become intellectually curious about how technology affects your privacy and how the government and business use technology to intrude into your lives.  This book addresses that but with a very specific legal framework.  This book is an abridged version of the same title intended for law schools.  So here are some dos and don’ts to help you get the most out of this book.
2.  Most definitely do very carefully pay attention to concepts that relate to what privacy is and how it is breached.  Do pay attention to the legal concepts that frame how the government and business can use technology to snoop around your lives.  Do pay attention to technology that you can use to either protect your privacy or intrude into others’ private lives.

3.  We simply do not have the time to get bogged down into the specific myriad intricacies of court cases or the specific sections and subsections of the myriad laws you will read.  However, do get a sense of how the court cases used illustrate and otherwise help you understand the broader concepts the cases are really about.  Similarly, get a sense of what a law is trying to protect, in broad terms, not so much in specific terms.  However, do understand basic technology terminology used so you can talk about what technologies are out there, what they do, and how they may intrude into your or someone else’s privacy.
4.  You will notice that there are several sections within the chapters called Notes and Questions.  While I want you to read these, they often focus on many intricate details of the sections preceding them.  Don’t get too bogged down on these sections but read them to get a perspective of what types of questions and problems arise when you begin to dissect the broader concepts that preceded the Notes and Questions section.  We will discuss some of the points in these Notes and Questions sections but generally in the broader context
With that said, you need to read the following pages from the assigned chapters:

Chapter 1

The whole chapter
Chapter 2

pp. 57-83, which focuses on the Constitutional principles of surveillance law

pp. 83-112, which focuses on major federal and state statutes that govern government forms of surveillance

pp. 113-131, which focuses on how and under what circumstances government can search computers
Chapter 3

pp. 159-177, which focuses on how government uses databases to sort us for various purposes

