Paper for Psyc 102 Child Psychology
Fall 2014 – Bob Cooper

Due 11/18/2014
Final paper will address the following:

1. A summary of the claim(s) of the popular article

2. An evaluation of the popular articles claims based on the research you reviewed. This should be a critical review.  If the articles have contradictory results or differing conclusions, present hypotheses about why this might be so

3. A proposal for the kind of additional research that should be done to increase our understanding of the topic

4. References for all works cited in your paper

When you turn in your final paper you will attach as appendices:

1. Your analysis of the popular article or web site posting
2. A grading sheet that is the second page of this document
A structure that I think will work for most of you is the following:

I. Introduction

a. Introduce the major topic or area about which you are going to write

b. Describe the claims and conclusion from your popular article

c. Describe the plan of your paper

(e.g., I will review two articles, one that supports the claims of the popular article and one which undermines them.  There are two basic research paradigms in this area, and I will describe the first when discussing the first article and the second when discussing the third article.  I will then present a synthesis of this research and make an argument in support of the popular articles claims.  Finally, I will propose the type of research that I think should be done in the future to increase our understanding in this area)
II.  Review the methods and results of the research articles you read.  

(Usually there is a dominant research paradigm in an area (e.g., using a lexical decision task).  I suggest that you describe such a paradigm in some detail when you present the results from the first article you discuss.  Then you can just note how the paradigm was modified when you are discussing the other articles.  Be sure to address the author’s conclusions and how the relate to the claims from your popular source.
III. Evaluate the claims in the popular article based on the results from the research articles.  If there are contradictory findings be sure to indicate why you trust some of the results more than others..

IV. Propose the kind of research that you believe should be done in the future to advance our knowledge in this area.  This is to be a conceptual proposal so do not focus on things like the number of subjects to be tested or other methodological fine points.  However, if you believe that subjects of different ages or from different cultures should be tested, that would be fine to include.

Paper Grading Sheet: Psyc 102 Fall 2012
1. Description of the area of developmental psychology that your paper addresses 
(10%)


________
2.  Description of popular article claims that you will be evaluating (10%)             
________
3.  Summaries of at least 2 research articles (40%)




________

(questions, methods, results, and conclusions, and connection to popular claims)
4.  Conclusions about the claims in the popular article (15%)



________

5.  Proposal for future research (10%.)






________

6.  Required addendum:  First part of the paprer that summarizes the popular article, this grading sheet 




(5%)




________

7.  Quality of writing (10%)








________


5% for spelling and grammar


5% for organization, clarity of expression

Late Papers: 1 pt. will be deducted for each day a paper is late.
