POPULUXE:  SUPPLEMENTAL VIDEOS

After our class lecture on the American Dream of suburban bliss in the Age of Populuxe, please take a look at some of the following videos on YouTube as supplemental sources for understanding this version of the American dream and some of its components.

1.  The song “Little Boxes,” written by the Bay area musician Malvina Reynolds, speaks to the conformity of the tract homes (see Levittown discussion in the Cullen text) and the deeper emphasis on Conformity in the dominant culture.  (Note how the song has been adapted as the theme for the Showtime program “Weeds,” which casts a critical eye on contemporary suburban values and practices.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywgJLw21UqU
(The song is performed by classic folk singer Pete Seeger.  Folk music enjoyed a great revival during the period of Populuxe.)

2.  After the discussion of the fear of the Bomb, see the classic instructional video on how to cope, “Duck and Cover”:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dK2UZ3YTLIY
3.  Television was an exciting, new, vital component of the Populuxe living room.  See this clip from a Populuxe game show that actually introduces the man who created TV:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pKM4MNrB25o
4.  For a wonderful bit of homage/satire that encapsulates the Zeitgeist and suburban dream of Populuxe, see the talented Ellen Greene singing “Somewhere That’s Green” from the film Little Shop of Horrors (1986).  (She also starred in the role of Audrey in the original off-Broadway show of the same name.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouLiQ7KhmYU
5.  Finally, Disneyland symbolized many of the concerns and values of Populuxe.  Join Danny Thomas and family, Ronald Reagan, and thousands of others visiting the opening of Disneyland on Sunday, July 15, 1955.  From the video below, which is Part One of a special covering Disneyland’s Opening Day, you can then link to Parts Two, Three, Four, etc., if you are interested in seeing more.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rHjoimz5XI
For a brief article on Disneyland History, including a summary of all the things that went wrong that first opening day, go to

http://gocalifornia.about.com/od/cadisneyland/a/history.htm
