
AMS 169*THE AMERICAN DREAM*ORAL PRESENTATION ON SOLIDARITY REPORT

WINTER 2015*sec 01
Don’t forget that we have scheduled time for extemporaneous oral reports based on the information you learned in preparing your solidarity reports.  Hearing the research selections and lessons learned from classmates will help us get a wider sense of the range of victories (and perhaps some defeats…) experienced by diverse people in the ongoing struggle for social justice and equality in pursuit of the American Dream, particularly for those concerned due to perceived or real differences in our eight categories of cultural markers.

These reports will be given on Monday, January 12.
The presentations themselves are not to be read, but extemporaneous.  Do not read to us, but use the limited time you have wisely and talk directly to us—do not try to engage the class in a conversation, play a guessing game, or use techniques of audience interaction.  In your presentation, take about ten minutes: introduce yourself, then share pertinent background information on your research project and summarize what you found most crucial, fascinating, disturbing, or illuminating in your research in the shared marker area.    Be prepared for some follow-up questions from classmates.   I will be evaluating you on the following criteria:

•
Enthusiasm for topic




•
Organization

•
Delivery 

•
Depth of Thought

•
Connection back to theme of social justice and equality

You will be held responsible for a comprehensive sense of the range of information covered in the reports by all your classmates.  Four things for you to focus on as well:  (1) Note which of the eight markers were most explored by the class, which least, and reflect on possible reasons why.  (2)  Identify two or three report topics you found most illuminating or insightful, and briefly comment why.  (3)  Point out any topics selected for focus that just covered very general information you already knew all about, and any topics selected for focus that offered totally new information to you.  (4) Which speakers made the strongest impact on you, and why?  Briefly assess rhetorical or other strategies they used that you found particularly effective.  Cover these four focus areas in a brief response paper (perhaps 1 ½ - 2 typed pages, double spaced), which will be due the next class meeting, Tuesday, January 13.  

