STUDY GUIDE FOR VIEWING OF BORAT  (2006)
As you watch the film, take notes on the themes and messages being conveyed about the American Dream; about American values, beliefs, and practices; and how people initially perceive or approach Borat (and whether this changes or not, and why).  Pay careful attention to what makes you laugh (if anything), what irritates you or annoys you (if anything) and what offends you (if anything).

Some additional things to consider:

· What is Borat’s American Dream?  How do you know this?  Is his Dream changed or modified  along his journey in any way?  If so, explain.

· What are the American Dreams represented by different people he meets along the way?  Which do you identify with, and why?

· What do you think Sacha Baron Cohen‘s perception of America is (as distinguished from his character Borat’s)?  What leads you to this interpretation?

· What do you think of the procedure Cohen used to get people to participate in this “mockumentary”?  Was it ethical?  How might the responses have been different if the participants knew who he really was and that there was a big, well known studio behind him? 

· Do you think the film is anti-Semitic?  Sexist? Racist? Homophobic?  Do you think America is any of these things?  Discuss.
· For today we read Cullen’s “Dream of the Good Life III:  The Coast.”  Is that version depicted anywhere in this film?  If so, where?  What about other variants of the American Dream as represented in different chapters by Cullen?

· The film was #1 at the box office for two straight weeks, was both a national and international success, and won Cohen Golden Globe and MTV film awards.  It has also been banned in most Arab countries and was heavily “discouraged” in Russia.  Why do you think the film was so popular in America?  What does its popularity suggest, if anything, about our current society?

FICTIONAL CHARACTERS IN THE FILM:


Borat Sagdiyev   –  played by Sacha Baron Cohen


Azamat Bagatov --  played by Ken Davitian


Luenell the prostitute --  played by Luenell Campbell


(Pamela Anderson plays herself, but is working from a script)

